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LOCAL STUDENT AWARDED FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP TO SWEDEN 
MISSOULA -
Sean M. Gibbons of Missoula has been awarded a Fulbright U.S. Student scholarship 
by the U.S. Department of State and the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board.
The Fulbright award will allow Gibbons to spend nine months at Uppsala University in 
Sweden, where he will conduct research on using cyanobacteria to produce energy-rich 
hydrogen gas. He leaves for Sweden at the end of August.
Gibbons is a 2002 graduate of Sentinel High School in Missoula. He graduated from 
The University of Montana in 2008 with bachelor’s degrees in cellular and molecular biology, 
microbiology and French language and literature. He is currently employed on campus as a lab 
manager and researcher in microbial ecology.
Gibbons is one of more than 1,500 U.S. citizens who will travel abroad for the 2009- 
2010 academic year through the Fulbright U.S. Student Program. Recipients of Fulbright 
awards are selected on the basis of academic or professional achievement, as well as 
demonstrated leadership potential in their fields.
The Fulbright Program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs. It was established in 1946 under legislation introduced by the 
late Sen. J. William Fulbright of Arkansas.
For more information about the Fulbright Program, visit http://fulbright.state.gov or 
contact UM’s Fulbright Program adviser, Liz Ametsbichler, at 406-243-5001 or 
liz. ametsbichler@mso. umt. edu.
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